
IRITRNI|IG IOUR VIIITNffi IIOI1I IOR SNLI
By Yuonne Meacbam Bucbanan

\Whcn yotr own lr vintagc horlc, yotr I<now

rvhtrt yotr love lrbout i t .  l t 's thc ornatc

wooc lwork ,  o rn l r r r rcn t : r I  t r in r .  pockc t

c loors ,  mok l ings ,  h ieh  ce i l ins rs ,  r rn r l  v in tegc

fixttrres. You also know rvhat r 'ou clon't  love

: rbout  i t :  those snr r l l  ck rsc ts ,  c reaky  p ipcs ,

: rnc l  poor  insu l l r t ion .  I lu t  t l rose  : l rc  n rc rc

rnnoyr lnces ,  enc l ,  l i l<c  thc  charac ter  c lu i rks

of your f : ,rvori te clclcr lv etrnt,  thcy only

cndear  the  l to t rs r  to  \ ' ( )u  n r ( ) fe .

\ }7hen i t  conres  t in r r  to  sc l l  your  v in tagc

home, howcvrr, other factors applv. l luyers

o f  v in tagc  hor les  r r re  look ing  fb r  spec i f i c

fe:rtures, ancl nranr'  of the m are naivc lrbottt
"charac ter  c l t r i rks , "  : rnd  w i l l  want  you to  f i x

eve ry f loor st l tre,rk. While "eye cendv" can

blind buvcrs tcnrporari ly, oncc an offer has

becn madc rrnd accepted, thc inspcction

process begins. Tfrat 's where thc rnoney hits

the road, so to speak.

To make sl lre yolr get the most out of

your vintage home at sales t ime, even i f

you don't  plan to sel l  imn.rediatel,v, keep in

mind the fol lowing t ips from Risa Davis,

managing broker of Nouveau Realty Group

in Port land, OR. Davis is also on the board

oF rhe  Arch i recrura l  Her i rage Cenrer  and

has been cerr i f ied in historic homes.

Don't remoue uhat's specia/, [)avis orrce

tourcd ,r l -er.rre lhtrrsr hor-ne i t t  Port lrnd f or :r

prospectivc cl icnt who rvas preparir-rg to sel l ,

and comnrented c,n the bcauti f i r l  vintrrgc

l ight f ixttrrcs. 
' l 'hc 

owncr, an elclerl l ,  lach',

tolcl  hcr-,  "\ lv deughter is trking thosc."

V/lr i le l ieht f ixrurcs ar-rcl other removable

ite nrs r.nrn hlrvc se nt inrcrrtal valr.re to thc

honreou ncr  o r  I l r rn i l ' , '  n rcnrbcrs ,  f inc l ing

sr.r i tablc fcl) l . l (cnrclrts nrrtv be dif l- ictr l t  encl

cos t l \ ' .  "Kcc l )  s  h . i t  r  rh t r t .  thc rc , "  s : r i t l  l ) r rv is .

If you need to replace sometbing, stay

uitb the periol,  l ' r ' . ' , lLrcntl l  l )avis n' i l l  f lnd

th l r t  a  honreo*  ncr  h . r r  rcp l , rccd  f  i x tu rcs

the t  e re  s in rp l r  s  r ( ) r )g  to r  t f re  house,

o f te  n  n r ix ing  : t r  l c r  s r r rh  l t s  V ic to r ian  and
( l ra f tsm,ur .  [ ) . r r  i s  reconrmends her  c l ien ts

consu l t  l i ehr inq  \ to re  c i r ta logs  such , rs  thosc

publishccl br Se hooll .rouse Electr ic :rnd

Rejuvenet ion .  
' l ' hcv  

c l i v ide  the i r  f i x tu res

bv  e  ra ,  r lak ing  i t  verv  easv  to  see wh ich

f ix tu rcs  a rc  r igh t  f i r r  a  p r r r t i cu la r  home. "

Replace lihe uith libe, lf you need to

replace rr door or molding, perhaps due to

deterioration, damage, or a remodel, make

sure it matches the rest of the home. Nouvealr

Realty provides their clients with a list of

vendors who can custom-match woodwork.

Harduood, not laminate or carpeting,
"One of the First things buyers rvi l l  ask me,
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when calling about a vintage home," says

Davis, "is 'Does 
it have hardwood floors?'

The impor tance o f  ma in ta in ing  them

cannot be overstated." Davis adds that there

is "nearly always an alternative to replacing

a hardwood floor." If a hardwood floor has

been carpeted over, "Greatl" says Davis,

because it tends to pr€serve the floor. "But

remove the carpeting before sale, and make

sure tack strip holes are covered and the floor

is cleaned and/or ref inished i f  necessary."
Linoleum, not ainyl, Linoleum, like the

brand Marmoleum, is a period f looringl

vinyl f looring is not. Marmoleum is

avai lable in many beauti f i r l  colors and

s ty les ,  jus t  don ' t  go  too  n ' i ld ,  and t rv  to
make sure  i t  su i ts  the  hoLrse .

Repair, don't replace tbose uood

uindous, t \ l thorrqh r l  ootl  u' int lon s c:rn [rc

prob lc r re t i c  enr l  rc t lu i rc  n r . r in tcnancc .  rhcv

erc  . t  p . t r t i c t r l : r r  f :nor i t c  u  i th  toc l .n  s  v in t r r l l c

hor t tcbuve rs .  l ' hc re  ; r rc  scvcr r I  lo . l r i  r r  in r lo l r

rcpe i r  compan ics  th : r t  rv i l l  [ r r ing  x r t r r
winclows back to e usable srate , inclucl ins

rcplacing broken sash cords.

Don't uorry about patina. I f brass
hinges on your windows or cloors have

bccn p:r inted over, by al l  nrc:rns, h:rve thcnr
str ippecl ancl restorcd. BLrt i f  you're worrie t l

lbou t  : r  l i t t l c  g ree  n  pa t ina ,  don ' t !  Most

buyers prefer thc l ivccl- in look to brightlv

po l i shcd br r rss .

IF i t ' s  wooc l ,  c lon ' t  pa in t  i t .  f )on ' t  pa i r . r t

over woocl rnolcl ing, cloors, ancl wood tr inr

i f  i t  hasn't  alrc:rdv been paintecl over. Buvcrs

love thc n: l tr l r : l l  $jood.

If tbe bouse is missing elements, tr! to

rePlace them. ln thc 
'(rOs 

er.rd 
'70s, 

r.r.rany

olcler homcs were remodeled to try t<r

modernize them. (.hair rai ls wcrc removed,

ceilings were lorvcrcd and recessed lighting

instal led, ancl sofl l ts were instal led. I f  i t 's at al l
possible, try to ur-rdo what's been changcd.

Replace non-period bitchen cabinets.

Kitchens arc onc oFthe f irst places
"remuddlir .rs" o{tten shows up. \ l /hi le

modernization is f ine (there is no nced

to stick with a rvood-fired stove, fbr

ins tance l )  s le  ck  
'50s  

meta l  cab ine ts  in  a
l9 l3  Cra f ts rnan are  an  eyesore .  "Custom

cirbinets real lv do not have to cost more

than prefib," says Davis, "part icularly

with some of the excel lent cusrom cabinet

makers we hirve local ly." Davis recommends

having the cabinets go al l  the way to the

cei l ing, because, "that 's period."

Keep fireplaces as natural as possible.

I f  your f irepiace is wood burning, and the

darnper is functional, i t 's probably best

ro leave it alone. However, if you would
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l ike a gas f ireplacc, or i t 's alreacly bccn

convertcd to gas but you clon't  l ike the look,
thcrc arc low-profi lc gas conversions rhrrr

ere resthetic: l l ly pleasing and convenierrt.
Howcvcr, never clo anything to cover ul l

beauti f i r l  t i lc work. Ir ireplaccs ere rr f i rcel

p , r i t t t : u t t l  b u y c r r  w i l l  r r o t i c c .

Jus t  p r io r  to  the  sa le :

Clear closets. Because olde r frorncs tcnd to
har  t  s r r r r l l  c lose ts ,  c lc , rn  c lose  ts  t l ro rouqh ly ,
re nrovr clothing vou clor-r ' t  r-reccl hancl1,, and
nr.rke surc nothine is on the f loor so rhc
*ood f loor shows through (rnc or two pairs
o f  shocs  is  f  i  ne) .

Start paching. Clear out evcryrhing rhar

\ 'or. l  \ \ 'on t be using befirrc thc hotrse sel ls.
I lox i t t l .ns t 'ou don't  want to remove f iom

thr house rrnd stack thern ncatly in one rrer

of thr brrscrrent or garage .

Clean, ( i ive your home a thorough once-
ovtr-,  fr i r inq a clcaning crew if  necess:rry,

pavinq speci:r l  ettcrrt ion to window,s, f loors,
*ooc l  *o rk ,  wa l ls ,  ce i l ings ,  l ighr  f i x tu res ,

l r . t t l t r o o l t t s , , r n , l  k i t t  l r .  n r .

Brighten. Make sr.rre al l  l ight f ixrures

r v . , r k  l r t J  r l r . r r  t l r . l  L o n t i r i n  t h c  h i g h c s r

wattage bulbs the f lxture al lows. Avoid

l ra logen anJ  tp i r . r l  l i ghr  f i x r r r rcs ,  u tc
i ncandescent.

Repair.  I f  there:rre rny repairs ro

be made, make them. "I t 's better to get
that out of the way before the inspection

period," says Davis, "because when an

inspector finds needed repairs, buyers tend

to get nervous."

Rely on tbe professionalsfor staging

and ltbotograpthy, Davis works with

vendors who can help stage your home,

often using exist ing furniture and

accessories, and a professional photographer

to  t i rke  photos  fo r  thc  n ru l t ip lc  l i s t ing .
" l  can't  ovcrcmphasiz-e the inrportrrrrce of '

good photos," says Devis, "tho"rc thc f irst

things buyers see."

Highlightfeatures. lf your lrorne has

featurcs that arc not rcadi ly noticcablc,

le t  your  agent  k l row so  he  or  shc  can

po in t  i t  ou t  c lu r ing  showings .  I f  yor r  heve

: r rch i tec t r r r l l  render i r rgs  o f  your  home,

or ig in r r l  b luepr in ts ,  h is to r ic  p l - ro tographs ,  o r

l<norr thc :rrchitcct or btr i lc lcr, or sonrcthing

intelcst ing elrout f i rrnrer owners, be sure

and tc l l  \ ' our  agcnt  so  th is  in l i r r rna t ion  can

bc  h igh l i sh ted  on  the  l i s r ing  on  a  showing

book or f lvcr.

Curb appeal. Make ccrtain that yotrr

front walk way is f ice of nccclecl repairs, ancl

thc yarcl is kept tr irnmecl rncl cdgccl.  I  Iang

a beeuti f i r l  wrcrrth or have potted f lowers

by the front ckror to make your home rrore

we lcoming.  " l f  buyers  scc  somcth ing  thcy

clon't  l ikc on a clr ivc-by, they nray not book

an :rppointmcnt," warns l)avis.

In short,  says l)avis, " l  tcl l  my cl ier.rts

to look:rt  thcnrselves ls stcwlrds of their

homes, not owners, lncl when theyi 'e reaclv

to  sc l l ,  to  th ink  o f i t  as  pass ing  over  rhe

keys to the home's next caretakers. We

are blessed to l ive in an area. with so manv

beaut i fu l  v in tage homes,  homes tha t  were

there beFore we got here, and homes that

wil l  be here long afier we're gone. While

we're here, we need to take care of them."

A lot l ike that favori te elderly aunt. I

Yuonne Medcham Buchanan is afree/ance

writer and can be reached at 503-319-5565
or yuonne@pdxwriter.com. Risa Dauis can

be reached at 503-358--t3l l ,  or uisir

waa. nouu edured l t lgro uP. com.
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